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Society Information

President’s Report

The Society has had another successful year.
Membership stands at some 300 and attendances at
lectures average 30-40. Several outings were held
during the year that attracted members and their
friends in considerable numbers.

It was also an important year for the Society
which has begun the process of seeking incorpora-
tion under the recent New South Wales Associa-
tions Incorporation Act. The proposal to establish
interstate branches was investigated and towards
that purpose meetings have already been held in
Adelaide and Melbourne. It is proposed to hold
another in Hobart. Our newsletter, now entitled
Australiana has had its format changed and is now

typeset. This forward move has been greeted with
widespread approval.

During the year a number of regular lectures and
functions were held. I would like to thank all those
guest lecturers who gave so freely of their time and
knowledge to members of the Society. Also the
organisers of our outings, contributors to
Australiana and those members who organised and
spoke at interstate meetings deserve our special
thanks.

We are particularly grateful to James R Lawson
Pty Ltd, for their continued generosity in making
their rooms available for our meetings. And to our

INCOME $
Subscriptions %5,258.97
Advertising Revenue 1,340.00
Auction Receipts

—Revenue $2,794.40

—Costs 2.,387.60 406.80
Excursions Profit
Synagogue

—Revenue 70.00 70.00
Goat Island

—Revenue 553.00

—Cost 274.00 279.00
Rodd Island

—Revenue 708.00

—Cost 600.00 108.00 457.00
Sale of Showcase 300.00
Interest Received 396.30
Income from Raffles 125.00

°8,284.07

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

Balance B/Fwd  1st July, 1985
Add Surplus for year

Represented by—
CURRENT ASSETS

Cash atBank — General Account
— Life Members Account
— Sydney Account

Deposit Paid 1987 — Annual Dinner

Andrew Simpson
Treasurer

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1986
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH JUNE 1986

EXPENDITURE $
Newsletter Production

—Costs 5,381.14

—Sales 591.15 4,789.99
Advertising 250.00
Australia Day Dinner

—Cost 1,955.20

—Revenue 1,852.00 103.20
Insurance 268.28
Bank Charges and Government

Taxes 23.00
Postage 918.17
Stationery 677.75
Incorporation Costs 78.00
Refreshments 37.96
Surplus for Year 1,137.72

*8,284.07

*4,490.17
1,137.72

°5,627.89

$2,975.37
2,366.74
85.78 *5,427.89
200.00

*5,627.89
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sponsors H P M Industries Pty Ltd and A.B.A. Pty
Ltd as well as to our regular ‘guest auctioneer’.

I must thank all of the committee, particularly the
Secretary, the Treasurer and the Editor for their
hard work over the last year. Society activities
might appear to run like clockwork — a sign of an
efficient organization but it involves an enormous
amount of individual time and effort. But fair’s fair.
The Society needs your continued support and
Australiana your continuing contributions. Make
your resolution for the year to introduce a new
member to the Society. Without your help we will
be in a poor position to celebrate 1988 in the manner
we would like.

Kevin Fahy

Secretary’s Report

The year 1985-86 has seen steady progress in the
consolidation of the Society. The intake of new
members particularly from interstate is encourag-
ing and reflects the interest in the quality format of
our new typeset journal.

The coming year, after incorportion of the NSW
Society, will see new emphasis from our interstate
groups to arrange functions and encourage new
members.

It is your committee’s intention to promote the
Society as a national organization so that the jour-
nal may truly reflect the interest and achievements
of Australians everywhere.

I thank the members of our committee for the
support given to me over the past year and look for-
ward to working with them again in the coming
year, to promote further the aims of the Society.

Graham Cocks

Visit to Historic Houses

The Society proposes to hold an outing on Sun-
day, 7th September during which it is proposed to
inspect “Glenalvon” in Campbelltown, a whistle
stop to visit Kirkham Stables (Verge) at the Mater
Dei School, lunch, then an inspection of “Camden
Park”, Menangle in the afternoon. Members
interested in participating are asked to contact the
Secretary, PO Box 288, Lindfield 2070 or phone 560
6022 (bus.hrs.).

New Members

NSW TAS

Brian Howes Susanne Atkins

Anthony & Gillian Hill  Elspeth Wishart

Dominic & Michele Roger McNeice
Campion Mary & Milford

Sylvia Pereira McArthur

Peter Timms Ronald Martin

Deborah Stoneman
Marlene V’elch
Museums Association

Ken Deasey VIC
Jane England Keith Brien

QLD SA
Kevin Buchester
) D Trevor Powell
Jill Phillips Paul Lucking
Tony Sherwood Peter & Elizabeth
Klinkenberg

Arn Duncan
Colin & Pat Hautop

Advertising

Advertising space is available in the journal at the
following rates —

Full Page $80.00
Half Page $40.00
Quarter Page ~ $20.00

Less 10% rebate for 4 issues contract.

Back Copies

All back copies of the Newsletter/Journal are
available — some of the early issues have been re-
copied and have soft covers. $4.00 per copy.
Enquiries to the Secretary.

Correction

We apologize for the large number of typog-
raphical errors in the last issue of the magazine, and
especially for the mistake in Dr Annette Gero’s
address. It should read PO Box 398, Neutral Bay
2089.

Annette has agreed to give a talk on quilts to the
Society in early 1987, so let her know if you have

The quilt reproduced here comes from the
Swann family who owned Elizabeth Farm at Par-
ramatta from 1904 until 1968. Any suggestions
about its date, based on the pseudo-coat of arms,
are welcome.
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HPERS

Toby & Juliana Hooper
SPECIALIST DEALERS IN AUSTRALIANA
23 GRANDVIEW GROVE, PRAHRAN, MELBOURNE 3181

(03) 51 3260
Inspection by Appointment
Spring Catalogue Available $10 posted

Extremely rare cedar six legged sideboard. The earliest type of
sideboard made in Australia. 6 finely turned legs. 3 drawers. Front
decorated with bobbin turned decoration known on 2 other Northern
Tasmanian sideboards and Tudor roses. The shaped backboard
featuring superbly grained timber, Prince of Wales feathers motif and
su?dued regency carving. Tasmanian origin. Circa 1830. (122 x 180 x
58).
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News

Collector’s Chest

A rare and valuable example of early 19th century
Australian cabinet-making will soon be restored for
1988.

A 160 year old Collector’s Chest, probably com-
missioned for NSW Governor Lachlan Macquarie
and the only one of its kind in Australia, will now
feature among State Library of NSW treasures exhi-
bited for the Bicentennial.

Finely made with stringing and brass fittings, the
Chest is similar to English collector’s chests and
campaign chests of the late 18th and early 19th cen-
turies. It measures 46.3cm high, 71.2cm wide and
56.5cm deep. No maker’s name or mark is visible.

The timbers used in the Chest’s construction
have been identified as rose mahogany (Dysoxylum
fraseranum) for the drawer joints and the main body
and Australian red cedar (Toona australis) for the
remainder. The use of the latter timber is a major
indication that the chest was made in the Colony or
for a colonist.

In 1973 Kevin Fahy examined the Chest and
stated it to be “in Sheraton style possibly 1820”. The
Chest is reproduced in Fahy and Simpson’s book
Nineteenth Century Australian Furniture (1985).

When opened by an intriguing array of locks and
a spring, the Chest reveals panels decorated with
oil paintings of colonial Australian scenes.

The convict artist Joseph Lycett has been
suggested as the possible artist of some of the orig-
inal drawings later painted in oils on the panels.
Lycett was held at Newcastle, NSW, from 1815

until 1819. For some of that time Captain James
Wallis was commandant of the penal settlement
there.

Two of the paintings on the Collector’s Chest are
similar to engravings in James Wallis's Historical
Account of the Colony of New South Wales published in
London in 1821. It is thought that Lycett may have
been the artist for some of these illustrations. The
engravings are “View from Seven Mile Hill near
Newcastle” and “View on Reed’s Mistake River,
NSW” (Lake Macquarie).

Paintings of spoonbills, pelicans, egrets and
ducks decorating the underside of the Chest’s lid
show background scenes in the vicinity of New-
castle, the Lower Hunter River and Lake Mac-
quarie.

Four of the remaining seven paintings are copies
of works by William Westall, the artist on Matthew
Flinders’ circumnavigation of Australia on HMS
Investigator. These are painted on removable
wooden panels and are entitled “Part of King
George III Sound”, “View on the North Side of
Kangaroo Island”, “View of Malay Bay from Pobas-
so0s Island” and “View of Mount Bowen”.

Two of the three drawers in the lower part of the
Chest contain geometrical arrangements of shells.

The Chest was purchased in London in 1937 by
Sir William Dixson who paid 100 pounds sterling.
He later presented it as one of his many gifts to the
State Library of NSW.

It is fitting that the Collector’s Chest, a superb
piece of Australiana should be restored and exhi-
bited for Australia’s Bicentenary.

Conservation work on the Chest was carried out
with the assistance of a $16,000 grant from the State
Bank of NSW.
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New Face at Deutscher Fine Art

John Jones, formerly curator of Australian paint-
ings and sculptures at the Australian National Gal-
lery for seven years, has joined Chris Deutscher’s
gallery in Melbourne as Assistant Director.

New Wallpaper Specialists

Desley Lamb has set up a new specialised
wallpaper service at “Paperhangings” at 8 Robin-
son Road, Hawthorn 3122. With historical consul-
tant Phyllis Murphy — who organised an exhibi-
tion on wallpapers at Elizabeth Bay House a few
years ago — Paperhangings will offer a range of
wallpaper fillings, friezes, borders and dados
reproduced from document papers used in decora-
tion in Australia from the mid 19th century until the
1930s.

As well as a standard range, Paperhangings
offers the opportunity to provide one-off design

Forthcoming
Conferences

August 25-29

Australian Historical Association, “History
in the Community”, Adelaide. Dr Norman
Etherington, University of Adelaide.

September 19-24

Australia ICOMOS, “Review of
Conservation in Australia over the past
decade”, Sydney.

Meredith Walker (02) 818 1803.

October 10-13

Council of Australian Museum Associations
“Collections: What For and Who For?”,
Perth. Western Australian Museum

(09) 328 4411

November 7-9

Australian Garden History Society,
Launceston. Mrs E.A. Cameron, “Mona
Vale”, Ross, Tasmania.

November 7-9

Australia ICOMOS, “Adaptive Re-use of
Buildings”, Adelaide.

Jon Womersley (08) 216 7744

December 1-2

Institution of Engineers’ Engineering
Heritage Conference, Adelaide.
Institution of Engineers (062) 72 3633

January 14-21

“Sailing Ships and Sailing People”, asummer
school conference on maritime history and
maritime archaeology, Perth.

University of Western Australia-Extension
Nedlands WA 6009.
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commissions reproducing papers provided by the
client or selected from other original sources. These
locally produced papers compare favourably with
the cost of imported papers such as those by Col-
efax and Fowler or Brunschwig Fils.

Later this year Phyllis Murphy will be producing
a technical bulletin for the National Trust on the
correct use of historic papers, while her catalogue
of the EBH exhibition is still available from the His-
toric Houses Trust of NSW, 61 Lyndhurst St, Glebe
2037 ($4 plus postage).

Western Australian Jewellery and Silver

Dorothy Erickson, a well-known contemporary
goldsmith, is researching Western Australian
jewellery and silversmiths” work from the founda-
tion of the colony in 1829 to the present. Initially the
research is towards a master's degree, to be
expanded into an illustrated history for wider pub-
lication.

Dorothy would appreciate information about
practitioners or the existence of examples (to be
kept confidential if required). You can help her by
writing to Dorothy Erickson, 2 William St, Cottes-
loe 6011.

This silver gilt salver made by Australian-born silversmith
Stuart Devlin was presented to H.R.H. Prince Andrew and
Miss Sarah Ferguson on the occasion of their marriage by the
government and people of Australia.







